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Officials from the Dominican Republic and the European Economic Community (EEC) say
European aid to the island will increase this year. According to Martino Meloni, the EEC's
representative in Santo Domingo, the European Community will provide US$26 million in 1993
for rural projects in education, public health, mining, and infrastructure. In addition, the EEC has
promised financial aid and technical assistance to improve productivity on banana plantations, and
to lower production costs. As a complimentary program, the French government will also provide
about US$2.5 million in technical assistance for banana farmers, including French-sponsored visits
to Dominican plantations by agronomists and skilled producers in neighboring Martinique and
Guadeloupe. Perhaps more important, the EEC will exclude the Dominican Republic from the new
banana import quotas and protectionist tariffs that will be applied to Latin American banana exports
to the EEC after July. The Dominican Republic is a beneficiary of the EEC's Lome IV accords, which
include former territories in the Caribbean. Not surprisingly, although the Dominican Republic is
a member of the Union of Banana Exporting Countries (Union de Paises Exportadores de Banano,
UPEB), that nation refused to participate in a presidential summit of banana producing nations in
mid-February in Ecuador, where the attending heads of state made a joint declaration condemning
the EEC's protectionist measures (see Chronicle 02/18/93). According to government officials, the
Dominican Republic hopes to increase its banana exports to the EEC from the present 40,000 metric
tons per year, to more than 240,000 MT by the end of the decade. (Sources: Notimex, 02/08/93;
Agence France-Presse, 02/08/93, 02/17/93)
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